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6 Are Charged With Selling Millions of Counterfeit Marlboros
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Feder a l pr osecu tor s in  Br ookly n  ch a r g ed six  m en  y ester da y  w ith  im por t in g  m illion s of

cou n ter feit  Ma r lbor o cig a r ettes fr om  Ch in a  a n d sellin g  th em  th r ou g h  ta x -fr ee bu sin esses on

th e u psta te Sen eca  In dia n  r eser v a t ion .

Bu t  w h ile pr osecu tor s descr ibed a n  a m bit iou s plot ,  th ey  por tr a y ed th e su spects a s lu ckless.

A ccor din g  to docu m en ts filed in  cou r t ,  Cu stom s Ser v ice a g en ts in filtr a ted th e g r ou p, tu r n ed

tw o of its m em ber s in to in for m a n ts,  a n d th en  bu g g ed, w ir eta pped, v ideota ped a n d follow ed

th e m en  du r in g  a lm ost  ev er y  ph a se of th eir  oper a t ion . In  a t  lea st  on e in sta n ce,  th e a g en ts

u sed a  h elicopter .

Th e Cu stom s Ser v ice sa id th e m en  im por ted 3 5  m illion  cou n ter feit  cig a r ettes,  w ith  a n

est im a ted r eta il v a lu e of a bou t  $1 0 m illion . Th e ser v ice's specia l a g en t  in  ch a r g e,  Joh n  C.

V a r r on e, sa id cr im in a ls h a d been  dr a w n  by  th e h u g e pr ofits th a t  cou ld be m a de fr om  su ch

cig a r ettes,  im ita t ion s of n a m e br a n ds pa cka g ed to look a u th en tic.

A ccor din g  to th e pr osecu tor s,  th e m en  br ou g h t  fiv e sh ipm en ts of cig a r ettes in to New  Jer sey

por ts du r in g  a  tw o-y ea r  per iod th a t  en ded in  2 002 . Th e pr osecu tor s sa id ca ses of th e er sa tz

Ma r lbor o a n d Ma r lbor o Lig h t  cig a r ettes w er e h idden  in  sh ippin g  con ta in er s beh in d box es of

pla st ic kitch en  pots.

Th e pr osecu tor s sa id th r ee of th e m en  sold th e cig a r ettes th r ou g h  tw o sm oke sh ops on  th e

Sen eca 's Ca tta r a u g u s Reser v a t ion , sou th  of Bu ffa lo,  a n d on  a  Web site,  Sm okem ch ea p.com .

Th e th r ee w er e iden tified a s Scott  Sn y der ,  4 0, w h o liv es on  th e r eser v a t ion , a n d Don a ld

Dela n d, 4 2 ,  a n d Tim oth y  Fa r n h a m , 3 7 ,  w h o liv e n ea r  it .

Th e pr osecu tor s sa id tw o br oth er s fr om  Qu een s,  Sim on  Mosh el,  5 2 ,  a n d Mich a el Mosh el,  4 7 ,

a r r a n g ed to im por t  th e cig a r ettes,  a ssisted by  a  Br ookly n  m a n , Rober t  Ber a r delli,  5 1 .  Th e

Mosh el br oth er s w er e a lso ch a r g ed w ith  im por t in g  cou n ter feit  Du r a cell ba tter ies.

Mr . Fa r n h a m  w a s th e on ly  on e of th e six  m en  n ot  a r r ested y ester da y .

A  sw or n  sta tem en t  by  th e cu stom s a g en t  w h o in filtr a ted th e g r ou p, Rod Kh a tta bi,  descr ibed

th e u n der cov er  oper a t ion , w h ich  a ppea r ed to lea v e su spects w ith  v er y  lit t le pr iv a cy .  He

sa id h e posed a s a  tr u cker  w h o w ou ld tr a n spor t  th e cig a r ettes.  He a lso sa id a  h ou se in  Na ssa u

Cou n ty  belon g in g  to tw o in for m a n ts a n d a  Br ookly n  w a r eh ou se u sed by  th e g r ou p to stor e
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th e cig a r ettes w er e ou tfit ted w ith  su r v eilla n ce equ ipm en t.

Th e a g en ts ta ped a t  lea st  2 00 m eet in g s a n d teleph on e ca lls,  th e cou r t  docu m en ts sa id,

a ddin g  th a t  on e v ideota pe ca ptu r ed Mr . Ber a r delli ta kin g  a  cig a r ette ou t  of a  sh ipm en t  a n d

sm okin g  it .
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