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175 arrested in Mexican drug cartel bust
Feds seize hundreds of millions of dollars in cash, cocaine
msnbc.com news services
updated 3:19 p.m. ET Sept. 17, 2008

A TLA NTA  - A gents  arres ted 175 people in the U .S. and I taly and seized hundreds  of millions  of dollars  in
cash and drugs  in a c rackdown on an extremely violent Mexican drug cartel, U .S. authorities  announced
Wednesday.

The cartel is  respons ible for importing tons  of cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin and marijuana from
C entral and South A merica into the U .S. and then dis tributing it, A ttorney General M ichael Mukasey said.

The ring is  also believed to have laundered millions  of dollars  and has  become a driving force behind
escalating violence in Mexico and along the southwestern border of the U .S.

The arres ts  Tuesday and Wednesday were part of an operation code-named P rojec t Reckoning that
confis cated more than $60 million cash, 35 ,000 pounds  of cocaine, more than 1 ,000 pounds  of
methamphetamine, 19  pounds  of heroin and more than 50,000 pounds  of marijuana, the Drug
Enforcement A dminis tration said. A uthorities  also seized 176 vehic les  and 167 weapons .

The s treet value of the cocaine could be some $320 million, according to prices  c ited by DEA  agents  in
news  reports .

'Break their spine'
Hundreds  of law-enforcement offic ials  were involved in the arres ts , which were announced in A tlanta. That
c ity, where 43  people were arres ted, was  identified as  a regional hub for the cartel.

The Mexico-based cartel has  high-level members  in other regional hubs , such as  Dallas , and is  branching
out into smaller c ities  such as  Jackson, M iss ., and Birmingham, A la., said DEA  agent William Matthews .

P eople were arres ted in a dozen s tates  as  agents  targeted the cartel's  infras truc ture, inc luding
transportation routes  and dis tribution cells .

Through collaboration with I talian authorities , 10  people were also arres ted in the C alabria region of I taly
on charges  related to drugs  trafficked through New York.

"We're going after the top leadership on down to regional leaders ," Matthews  said. "By doing this  we're
trying to break their spine."

O ffic ials  said indic tments  were unsealed Wednesday in U .S. Dis tric t C ourt in Washington for three alleged
leaders  of the cartel: Ezequiel C ardenas-Guillen, Heriberto Lazcano-Lazcano and Jorge Eduardo C os tilla-
Sanchez.

A ll three are believed to be in Mexico. A merican authorities  are working with their Mexican counterparts
to catch them.

The Associated Pres s  and Reuters  contributed to this  report.
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