
Italian prosecutor Armando Spataro speaks to a Milan court on Nov. 4, 2009, at the end of the trial
of 26 Americans in the 2003 abduction of terrorism suspect Osama Moustafa Hassan Nasr
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CIA Agents Convicted in Italy
Unlikely to Serve Time
By Bobby Ghosh / Washington

Tw en ty -tw o CIA  a g en ts w h o w er e con v icted by  a  Mila n  cou r t  on  Wedn esda y  of

kidn a ppin g  a n  Eg y ptia n  cler ic a r e u n likely  to spen d a n y  t im e in  pr ison . Th e v er dict ,

a n n ou n ced by  Mila n  ju dg e Osca r  Ma g i,  is on ly  th e fir st  step in  th e la by r n th in e Ita lia n

leg a l sy stem , a n d th e g ov er n m en t  of Pr im e Min ister  Silv io Ber lu scon i h a s sh ow n  n o

desir e to pu r su e th e ca se.

A ccor din g  to th e A ssocia ted Pr ess,  Ma g i con v icted 2 3  A m er ica n s,  on e of w h om  is a n  A ir

For ce officer ,  for  th e Febr u a r y  2 003  kidn a ppin g  of Osa m a  Mou sta fa  Ha ssa n  Na sr ,  u n der

th e CIA 's con tr ov er sia l "ex tr a or din a r y  r en dit ion " pr og r a m . Th r ee oth er  A m er ica n s w er e

a cqu it ted beca u se th ey  h a v e diplom a tic  im m u n ity .  Tw o Ita lia n  secr et  a g en ts w er e a lso

con v icted.  Fiv e oth er  Ita lia n s w er e a cqu it ted,  in clu din g  th e h ea d of th e cou n tr y 's

m ilita r y  in tellig en ce,  w h o r esig n ed w h en  th e kidn a ppin g  beca m e pu blic.  (See a  pictor ia l

h istor y  of th e CIA .)

Of th e 2 3  A m er ica n s con v icted, 2 2  w er e sen ten ced to fiv e y ea r s in  ja il; Rober t  Seldon

La dy , th e a g en cy 's for m er  sta t ion  ch ief in  Mila n , w a s g iv en  eig h t  y ea r s.  A ll of th e

A m er ica n s,  h ow ev er ,  w er e tr ied in  a bsen t ia .  Defen se la w y er s w er e a ppoin ted by  th e

cou r t  bu t  h a d n o con ta ct  w ith  th eir  clien ts.  Th e la w y er s h a v e sa id th ey  w ill a ppea l th e

v er dict ,  w h ich  ca m e a t  th e en d of a  n ea r ly  th r ee-y ea r  tr ia l.
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Th e pr osecu t ion  ch a r g ed th a t  Na sr ,  a n  im a m  a t  a  Mila n  m osqu e, w a s g r a bbed in  th e str eet ,

dr iv en  to th e U.S.  a ir  ba se in  A v ia n o, pu t  on  a  pla n e to Ra m stein  in  Ger m a n y , a n d th en ce to

Ca ir o.  He w a s r elea sed in  2 007 , a fter  a lleg edly  bein g  tor tu r ed. Na sr ,  a lso kn ow n  a s A bu

Om a r , h a d been  lin ked to th e Eg y ptia n  ter r or ist  g r ou p Jem a a h  Isla m ia h . Bu t  th e Eg y ptia n

a u th or it ies br ou g h t  n o for m a l ch a r g es a g a in st  h im .

Pr osecu tor s a lso a lleg ed th a t  th e Ita lia n  a u th or it ies cooper a ted w ith  th e CIA . Bu t  th e Ita lia n

g ov er n m en t  den ies a n y  in v olv em en t  in  th e r en dit ion  pr og r a m . Nev er th eless,  Na sr  h a d been

u n der  scr u t in y  by  Ita lia n  in v est ig a tor s,  w h o su spected h im  of r ecr u it in g  for  th e in su r g en cy

in  Ir a q. (See Silv io Ber lu scon i's w or st  g a ffes.)

Th e CIA  sa y s it  w ill  n ot  pu blicly  r ea ct  to th e v er dict .  "Th e CIA  h a s n ot  com m en ted on  a n y  of

th e a lleg a t ion s su r r ou n din g  A bu  Om a r ," sa y s spokesm a n  Geor g e Lit t le.  Bu t  la w y er s fa m ilia r

w ith  th e Ita lia n  leg a l sy stem  sa y  th e 2 3  A m er ica n s n eed n ot  fea r  in ca r cer a t ion . Ma g i's

v er dict  "is w or th less; it 's on ly  a  ju dg m en t  on  pa per ," sa y s New  Yor k cr im in a l defen se a t tor n ey

Joseph  DiBen edetto,  w h o h a s defen ded clien ts w h o w er e in dicted in  Ita ly .  "Th er e's a  len g th y

a ppella te pr ocess,  a n d betw een  th e leg a l a n d th e polit ica l w r a n g lin g ,  [th e v er dict] w ill

pr oba bly  be w h itt led dow n  a n d m a y be ev en  tossed."

Nor  sh ou ld th e A m er ica n s w or r y  a bou t  th e v er dict  bein g  ex ecu ted by  oth er  Eu r opea n

g ov er n m en ts.  "I dou bt  th a t  a n y  cou n tr y  w ou ld step on  th e U.S. 's toes," sa y s DiBen edetto.

Ber lu scon i w a s a lso Pr im e Min ister  in  2 003 ; n eith er  h e n or  Rom a n o Pr odi,  w h o w a s Pr im e

Min ister  fr om  2 006  to 2 008 , sou g h t  to ex tr a dite th e CIA  defen da n ts.  Ber lu scon i is u n likely  to

pr ess for  th em  to be pu t  in  pr ison .

See w h o's w h o on  th e CIA  pa y r oll.

See th e top 1 0  con tested elect ion s.
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